Bournemouth University, FRIAS, NHTV and the University of Otago are proud to announce :

Psychological and behavioural approaches to
understanding and governing sustainable tourism mobility
An international workshop in the Black Forest (Freiburg, Germany)
3rd – 6th of July 2012
Rationale of the workshop
Despite a growing contribution to climate change, tourist and traveller behaviour is currently not
acknowledged as an important sector within the development of climate policy, including the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change reports. In order to mitigate tourism’s contribution to
climate change, there is the need for innovations at political, technical and individual levels.
Influencing individual behaviour

and

informing

effective

governance

will require

a

sound

understanding of the psychology and social factors that surround contemporary tourism and travel
mobilities. Whilst consumers may be becoming increasingly aware of tourism’s potential impacts on
climate change, and in some cases profess attitudes towards mitigating their own impacts, there is
evidence that attitude-behaviour gaps exist and that most individuals are unwilling to modify their
actual behaviours.
Consequently, this workshop aims to explore the psychological and social factors that may contribute
to and inhibit sustainable behaviour change in the context of tourist and traveller behaviour. This will
allow for a more informed understanding of how technology, infrastructure (e.g. capacity constraints
for certain forms of travel) and/or cost distribution (taxes, subsidies) can be developed/augmented in
order to reach stronger mitigation goals whilst ensuring that resistance from consumers for sociopsychological reasons are minimized. The knowledge we seek to generate from this interdisciplinary
workshop is of the utmost importance to policy makers, as policies will be less effective if not based on
a sound understanding of tourist behaviour and psychology. This knowledge will ideally help remove
barriers that policy makers may perceive in implementing stronger mitigation measures by signalling
how such measures can be both palatable to consumers and in keeping with economic goals.
Ultimately, we seek to form a stronger knowledge base and research agenda for the effective
governance of tourism’s contribution to climate change.
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Contact
For queries, please send an email to Freiburg2012@gmail.com
For more information check the website http://cstt.nl/freiburg2012

Participant profile
For who is this workshop organised?
This workshop aims to explore the psychological and social factors that may contribute to and inhibit
sustainable behaviour change in the context of tourist mobility. We are seeking for an interdisciplinary
group of research professionals with backgrounds in psychology, sociology, transport studies, tourism
studies, environmental policy, psychological economics, neuro-psychology, social anthropology, or
marketing. In order to find solutions for the issues to be discussed during the workshop, we aim to create
an open minded atmosphere in which participants are willing to go beyond their own discipline.
All delegates are expected to present papers, as authors or co-authors. The development of research
co-operations is an expected outcome of the conference, and suggestions can be made in plenum.
Please bear in mind that we seek to organize a high-quality workshop, with tangible outcomes
including an edited book as well as a special issue of a journal. We thus encourage all participants to
submit highly developed papers.
Call for abstracts
Topics
Abstract submissions are welcome from the following interdisciplinary fields:
1. Psychological understandings of climate change and tourism mobilities
2. Behavioural aspects of climate change and tourism mobilities
3. Governance and policies based upon psychological, behavioural and social mechanisms
Key dates:
•
•
•

Abstract submission last date: 1st of February 2012
Acceptance of abstracts and registration opens: 15th of March 2012
Conference papers due: 15th of June 2012

Click here to download the abstract template form.
For more information check the website http://cstt.nl/freiburg2012

